gestion were rather more successful than those of his predecessor.
Hunter, in the Philosophical Transactions for 1772. In a few instances of sudden death, he found parts of the stomach in a half-dissolved state, which he supposed to have been occasioned by the gastric juice operating on the stomach itself after death.
On Mr. Hunter's veracity we have implicit faith; but, while we give full credit to his facts, we must beg leave to dissent from his explanation of their cause. On this subject, however, we shall have occasion to make a few remarks hereafter.
The Abbe Spallanzani repeated the experiments of Reaumeur, and varied them to satiety ; but his trials of artificial di-; gestion were rather more successful than those of his predecessor.
We extract from Spallanzani's work two of his experiments, the most favourable to the theory which he supports.
?" I exposed to the sun two phials, filled, to a certain height,.
On the Decomposition of Aliment. ap- proximating to that of the blood, it possesses scarcely anysolvent power; and, even according to Mr. Hunter's own authority, the gastric juice cannot act on a substance endowed with vitality, of which the stomach continues to be possessed for hours after death.
